"8                                    AMELIA.

the shepherdess was some wretched creature whom
nobody knew.

The shepherdess overheard the sarcasm, and answered
it, by asking Booth what contemptible wretch he had
picked up? 'Indeed, Madam/ said he, 'you know as
1 much of her as I do; she is a masquerade acquaint-
' ance like yourself/ 4 Like me,' repeated she. ' Do
' you think if this had been our first acquaintance, I
4 should have wasted so much time with you as I have ?
4 for your part, indeed, I believe a woman will get very
'little advantage by her having been formerly intimate
' with you/ ' I do not know, Madam/ said Booth, ' that
1 I deserve that character any more than I know the
* person that now gives it me/ ' And you have the
4 assurance then/ said she in her own voice, ' to affect
4 not to remember me/ ; I think/ cries Booth, ' I have
' heard that voice before; but, upon my soul, I do not
4 recollect it/ 4 Do you recollect/ said she, ' no woman
4 that you have used with the highest barbarity ? I will
4 not say ingratitude/ ' No, upon my honour/ answered
Booth. 4 Mention not honour/ said she, l thou wretch;
1 for hardened as thou art, I could shew thee a face, that,.
' in spite of thy .consummate impudence, would confound
' thee with shame and horror. Dost thou not yet know
4 me?' 41 do, Madam, indeed/ answered Booth, 4 and I
4 confess, that of all women in the world you have the
4 most reason for what you said/

Here along dialogue ensued between the gentleman
and the lady, whom, I suppose, I need not mention to
have been Miss Matthews: but as it consisted chiefly of
violent upbraidings on her side, and excuses on his, I
despair of making it entertaining to the reader, and shall
therefore return to the colonel, who having searched all
the rooms with the utmost diligence, without finding the
woman he looked for, began to suspect that he had before